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Acts 17:1-9 & 1 Thessalonians 1:1–3 

Living for today; Longing for tomorrow. 

Theme sentence: The truth about Jesus turns 

the world upside down. The work, labour and 

endurance of God’s people shows this. 

Aim sentence: Let’s continue to turn the world 

upside down as we work, labour and endure 

together as we make Jesus known. 

Imagine that something terrible happened and 

Christianity became illegal in South Africa 

overnight. 

The government decided to leave the majority of 

Christians alone but they would arrest all pastors. 

So tomorrow morning the police came and 

whisked me away – threw me in a cell with no 

way for me to communicate with any of you. 

Solitary confinement for a month. 

After a month they let Adele come visit me in 

prison. 

What do you think she would tell me about you 

as CCW? 

What would I write in a letter to you? 

It is into a situation like this – that Paul wrote the 
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letter of 1 Thessalonians – And it is an incredible 

letter. 

Imagine it is around the year 50AD.  

You are living in the city of Thessalonica – it is 

one of the most influential cities in the world at 

this time. 

This is a great city – with a rich and diverse 

culture – a center of trade – on the magnificent 

Greek coast. 

But this city was also a lot like many cities in our 

world today – it was a lot like Cape Town – It was 

full of real people who were overwhelmed with 

real struggles – who desperately needed a life-

changing encounter with a real God. 

Imagine you are living there. 

About 20 years earlier a man called Jesus was 

crucified in the back water city of Jerusalem. 

It shouldn’t have been such a big deal – but Jesus’ 

followers claimed that he rose again from the 

dead. 

And like an earth quake – the ripples of those 

events have been spreading.  There have 

been significant aftershocks – The world is being 

turned upside down. 
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You have also heard about a man called Paul – 

everyone seems to have heard about him. 

He had tried to destroy the early Christ followers 

– until one day he also claimed to have met the 

risen Jesus. 

Jesus changed Paul’s job description from Jesus 

hater – to Jesus proclaimer – and for the last few 

years this guy Paul has been traveling all over 

the world telling people about Jesus – the so 

called Saviour of the world. 

In the last few weeks you have heard that Paul 

has been in the nearby city of Philippi. 

Travelers coming from Philippi have told you 

about the amazing things that have been 

happening there. 

In the name of Jesus – Paul drove out an evil 

spirit from a fortune telling slave girl. 

A powerful business woman called Lydia has also 

heard about Jesus and turned to follow him. 

Paul was thrown in prison – as he sat, chained to 

the wall, he was singing songs about God – and 

a mysterious earthquake threw opens the doors 

– as a result a prominent Philippian jailer and his 

whole family have turned to Jesus as Lord. 
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Philippi is being turned upside down by the 

message of Jesus – Some are hating Paul – 

others have been persuaded about Jesus. 

And the next thing you hear is that Paul is headed 

towards your city – He is coming to Thessalonica. 

As a resident of this great city, your world is 

about to be turned upside down. 

Turning the world upside down 

Have a look at Acts 17:1, “When they had passed 

through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to 

Thessalonica, where there was a Jewish 

synagogue. As his custom was, Paul went into 

the synagogue, and on three Sabbath days he 

reasoned with them    from the 

Scriptures,     explaining and proving that the 

Christ had to suffer and rise from the dead. "This 

Jesus I am proclaiming to you is  the 

Christ," he said.” 

Paul’s custom was always to head to the local 

synagogue – he knew that that was where he 

would find people who were waiting for the 

promised Messiah – they were waiting for the 

King – the Saviour. 

And Paul had the best news in the world – “I have 
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met Him! – I can tell you about Him! – Listen 

up!” 

And look how Paul does this half way through 

verse 2: “He reasoned with them from the 

Scriptures.” 

People sometimes say today that Christians are 

stupid – they say our faith is blind – they say if 

you dig deep enough the story all falls apart. 

Have you ever come across people like that? 

Paul showed the Thessalonians that what he was 

saying was reasonable. 

You didn’t have to turn your brain off to believe 

this – This good news of Jesus makes sense! 

We are told that he reasoned from the Scriptures 

– he reasoned from the Old Testament. 

We aren’t told where he reasoned from – but he 

could have done it from anywhere – because the 

whole Old Testament is about Jesus. 

He could have opened up Genesis 3 to show that 

Jesus is the promises serpent crusher. 

He could have opened Genesis 12 to show that 

Jesus is the descendant of Abraham who has 

brought God’s blessing to the whole world. 
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He could have gone to 2 Samuel 7 to show that 

Jesus is the forever King promised to King David. 

Or Isaiah 53 to explain how Jesus is the suffering 

servant who heals our wounds. 

Wherever he turned in Scripture he used it to 

reason – explain – prove – proclaim – that Jesus 

is the Christ. 

Paul is not using clever tricks to manipulate – he 

is not using his own fine sounding arguments – 

he is opening up God’s Word and saying, “Look!

 Isn’t this glorious?  Look what God 

has done – Look how much he loves us – Isn’t 

this such amazing grace!”    

Imagine you were there! You know these OT 

stories – and as Paul reasons – explains – proves 

– your eyes began to well up with tears of JOY. 

You are persuaded of the truth – This Jesus is the 

Saviour – He is the One you have been waiting 

for. 

As your mind is being transformed by the truth 

about Jesus – your heart is overflowing with joy. 

Look at verse 4: “Some of the Jews were 

persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a 

large number of God-fearing Greeks and not a 
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few prominent women.” 

“Not a few” means that there were a lot of them 

– Jews, Greeks, men, women – all     persuaded. 

Persuaded that Jesus is the Christ – He is the 

long awaited Saviour – And so they submitted to 

Him as Lord and King. 

If we want the people around us to know about 

the salvation that comes through Christ alone – 

we need to get them into the Bible. 

I often say that people should see Jesus in us by 

the way we live as a family together – they 

should see our love for one another. 

But if we as a family are never telling people why 

we live this way they will just keep thinking we 

are a group of nice people. 

Actually we need to be looking for opportunities 

to tell those people that we are a group of rotter’s 

– We are daily fighting against our selfishness 

and pride – our anger and greed – our lustful 

desires and sinful habits. 

But then we need to tell them about the One who 

loves us and has saved us in spite of our 

sinfulness. 
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And because of His immeasurable love for us – 

we strive to love each other – because we want 

God’s love to be seen in us. 

That is what happened to these Thessalonians – 

they weren’t just persuaded – their whole lives 

were turned upside down – Jesus changed 

EVERYTHING for them. 

But not everyone liked what Paul had to say. 

Look at verse 5: “But the Jews were jealous!” 

They didn’t like this guy coming in and teaching 

with such power and clarity – He was stealing 

their lime light. 

So they formed a mob in order to get rid of Paul. 

Paul escaped – rushed out of Thessalonica – the 

mob arrested some of Paul’s friends. 

And look what they say at the end of verse 6, 

“These men who have caused trouble all over 

the world have now come here.” 

More literally, “These men who have turned the 

world upside down.”  

Paul must have loved hearing those words 

reported to him later. 

“Turned the world upside down.” 
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Imagine Paul smiling – The good news of Jesus 

had turned his world upside down – and now it 

was happening everywhere. 

If you are a follower of Jesus then Jesus has 

turned your world upside down – or perhaps 

even better – he has turned it right side up. 

In a world that is upside down – living their own 

way without God – we live markedly different 

lives – because we are living for King Jesus. 

This message had glorious results on those who 

believed in Thessalonica – and it should continue 

to have glorious results in us and through us. 

Glorious result 

So Paul has fled for his life – he probably didn’t 

have a chance to say a proper goodbye to this 

fledgling vulnerable church – This group of 

people who have been saved by Jesus – people 

who Paul already loves deeply. 

It must have been devastating for him to be 

ripped away – and it must have been devastating 

for those left behind. 

Let’s come back to my opening story. 

Imagine again that I have just finished a month 

in solitary confinement in prison – and Adele is 
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able to come and visit me. 

I throw my arms around her and ask, “How are 

you and the kids coping?” 

Adele says they are being well cared for – they 

are safe and secure. 

“How is the Waterkloof family?” 

The sadness in Adele’s eyes lifts a bit – there is 

a glimmer of joy.  Through her tears she 

says. 

“Waterkloof are doing so well     –     They are a 

huge part of the reason why our family are 

coping – Their faith is producing work for Jesus 

like I’ve never seen … 

The government had hoped to stop them living 

for Jesus but they are even more on fire for him. 

 Some of our friends who we have been 

praying for and telling about Jesus for all these 

years – they have started coming to our 

gatherings. 

Many came just to show their support for us 

while you are locked away – but as they have 

seen us labouring together in phenomenal love – 

as they see our joyfully endurance through this 
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hard time – many of them have come to trust, 

love and hope in King Jesus. 

Waterkloof are fully on mission for Jesus in the 

everyday stuff of life.” 

My heart would leap for joy at a report like that. 

That is the kind of report Paul was given about 

this church in Thessalonica. 

Paul had sent his friend Timothy to see how they 

were doing – and Timothy returned with glorious 

news. 

And with that news in mind Paul wrote the letter 

of 1 Thessalonians. It is a wonderful letter – and 

I pray that it will encourage all of us to stay 

strong as we cling to Jesus. 

And that we will live in a way that shows that we 

are ready for Jesus to return. 

Imagine Paul penning these words as he began 

this letter. A smile on his face – joy in his heart 

– rejoicing in God’s grace. 

Look at 1 Thessalonians 1:1, “Paul, Silas and 

Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in 

God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace 

and peace to you. We always thank God for all of 
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you, mentioning you in our prayers.             We 

continually remember before our God and Father 

your work produced by faith, your labour 

prompted by love, and your endurance inspired 

by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

This church has been established because God 

has been at work in them – These are people who 

have been transformed by God’s grace – They 

now live at peace with God – He is their Father – 

Jesus is their Saviour. 

And this is evident in their lives. 

We are going to focus in on verse 3 and think 

through these 3 statements. 

Your work produced by faith,         your labour 

prompted by love,         and your endurance 

inspired by hope. 

Work produced by faith 

So Paul has been praying non-stop for this 

church – and since Timothy has come he has 

fresh fuel for thanksgiving. 

Firstly he gives thanks for their work produced 

by faith. 

The order of this statement is really important. 
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This isn’t faith produced by work! 

There is no work that any sinful human can do 

that can get them to a position to say, “Wow, 

now I have really done enough – I’ve helped 

enough people – said enough kind things – been 

super generous with all I have – Now that I have 

done all that – I can really trust that God will be 

happy with me.” 

That is NOT what this statement is saying! 

Paul is giving thanks for their work produced BY 

faith. 

Faith is the starting point here. 

Coming to the point where you realise that Jesus 

has done what you could NEVER do. 

Jesus has paid for your sins – past – present – 

and future. 

You have come to him – said sorry – and you are 

clinging to Christ’s work ALONE. 

That sort of faith then produces work. 

Paul had seen the beginning of their faith – and 

now he is rejoicing because he sees their faith in 

action – their faith is producing works that are 

growing God’s Kingdom. 
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More people are coming to know God as Father 

through Jesus their Saviour – because these 

Christians are working at making Jesus known. 

You see they were listening to Jesus – Jesus had 

given them glorious work to do and they were 

getting stuck in. 

Jesus said, “Go  –  and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 

teaching them to obey everything I have 

commanded you. And surely I am with you 

always, to the very end of the age." (Matthew 

28:19-20) 

These Thessalonians were busy with that work. 

Going – making disciples of Jesus – Teaching 

people how to live God’s way – all in the power 

of Jesus – who was with them by His Spirit. 

And these works of faith were not superficial – 

they were deep and real. 

Paul fleshes this out further in his next statement 

– Your labour prompted by love.  

They were giving their all for King Jesus! 

Labour prompted by love 
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The word used here for “labour” is a rich word in 

the original Greek. 

It means to labour to the point of weariness, 

sweat, or fatigue. 

If this word was in a kid’s picture dictionary – 

could you picture the person next to the word? 

Labour to the point of weariness, sweat, or 

fatigue. 

Why do you think we call the process of giving 

birth to a child as being in labour? 

It is hard, weary, sweaty work. 

But Paul is rejoicing and giving thanks for their 

labour prompted by love. 

They have been spectacularly loved by God – and 

now their labour of love together is something 

that is spectacular! 

They are in it together – loving one another – 

loving the world around them – it is hard work – 

labour to the point of fatigue – but they are doing 

it together. 

Can you imagine Timothy watching them during 

his visit and standing amazed? 

Jews and Greeks – Men and women – Old and 
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young – Labouring together – Loving one 

another. 

All because they had come to faith in the risen 

Jesus – their new King and eternal Saviour. 

This work of faith and labour of love links closely 

with the last statement in verse 3. 

What is it that keeps them working and labouring 

for Jesus to the point of sweat? 

It is their hope. 

Their hope in Jesus – He is the King – He is the 

only saviour – He promises to give the strength 

they need to keep going – He has promised that 

he is coming again to make all things new. 

That hope inspired them to endure. 

Endurance inspired by hope 

Most Matrics have started to write their final 

exams in the last few days. 

After many years of slaving away at school – the 

end is in sight – But first THE EXAMS. 

What keeps the Matrics motivated to get over 

this last hurdle? 

Hope. 
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The hope of University – The hope of a gap year 

oversees – The hope of Plett Rage – The hope of 

freedom and independence. 

These things inspire Matrics to get stuck in and 

to finish well.   

Or to go back to the thought of child birth – What 

gets a mom through labour? 

It is the hope of holding her baby in her arms in 

the next few hours. 

That hope inspires her to endure through the 

labour. 

Our hope is infinitely better than anything the 

Matrics are hoping for after school. 

Our hope is even better than the hope of holding 

your new born child for the first time. 

When Jesus returns he has told us that He is 

going to make everything new. 

A renewed creation – incorruptible – no 

more suffering – no more cutting words – 

no more struggle with pride – no more 

feelings of being overwhelmed. 

Basking in God’s glory – knowing 
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that every day is going to be better 

that the day before – and it will 

never end. 

No more goodbye’s to loved ones – No more 

struggle against sin. 

At God’s glorious banquet in heaven – 

Rejoicing around the table with those 

who have run this race alongside us – 
Sitting next to Jesus our forever King. 

Don’t we have the most incredible hope? 

This should inspire us to endure – to endure in 

our labour of love – to endure in our works of 

faith – until that day that we enter God’s eternal 

and perfect rest. 

I cannot wait for that day. 

But until that day there is much work to be done. 

Now what? 

Our world still needs to be turned upside down 

with the glorious news of Jesus. 

There is still lots of work to be done – countless 

souls who need to hear. 

Sometimes that work is going to feel like hard 
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labour – we will need to endure. 

Work – Labour – Endure. 

What will keep us going?  

You see if we are working, labouring, enduring in 

our own strength we will soon grow weary.  

We will get burnt out. 

And eventually we will give up. 

What will keep us going?   

As we see in verse 3, this work, labour and 

endurance do not stand alone. 

They are firmly linked to faith, love, and hope. 

Faith in Jesus our Saviour – Faith in all He said 

and promised – Faith that He is with us by His 

Spirit strengthening us – enabling us – inspiring 

us to keep working. 

Faith. 

And Love – Love flowing out the love He has 

lavished on us. 

As He has loved – in His strength he calls us to 

love others. 

We love each other because we are family! 

We love those around us because they are the 
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lost children of God who desperately need to see 

the love that God has for them – They will only 

see it in us. 

Faith – Love – and Hope. 

Hope in the only One who is worth hoping in – 

Jesus our Saviour. 

Our hope is sure and secure. 

And our hope fuelled love – our hope fuelled faith 

– will result in the world being turned upside 

down as Jesus works through us. 

You see if our faith – love – and hope are place 

in anything other than Jesus – If they are placed 

in our family – our education – our money – our 

kids – our popularity – our things – ourselves. 

If our faith – love – and hope are place in 

anything other than Jesus we may keep working 

– labouring – and enduring – but it will end up 

sucking the life out of us. 

That is why we need to keep going back to the 

Scriptures – allowing our minds to be 

transformed – so that our hearts will rejoice in 

the only one worth trusting in – the only one 

worth loving – the only one worth hoping in. 
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Our hearts cannot love what our minds do not 

know. 

So as we daily reflect on the things we learn in 

God’s Word – God himself will fuel us to work – 

He will fuel us to labour – He will fuel us to 

endure – for Him – as we make Jesus known. 

Let’s go out together and turn the world upside 

down with God’s glorious good news – and in 

God’s strength. 


