
Ezra 5-6       The Prosperity Gospel

Theme sentence: God  will  cause  those  who
keep His Word to prosper in whatever they do.

Aim sentence: We should be challenged in all
we do to do it according to God's Word – God
will accomplish His purposes through us.

Imagine  –  It  is  2034  –  You  still  live  here  in
Somerset West – You are still a part of Christ
Church Waterkloof – Your hair is a bit grayer –
and a bit thinner – Some of you have grand kids
running around – Maybe you have just retired
or retirement is just around the corner.

And  you  look  back  over  Christ  Church
Waterkloof's last 20 years – And you realise we
have achieved NOTHING!

No new Christians  –  We as  members  haven't
made significant strides forward as disciples of
Jesus – If we were to vanish from the area no
one would really notice.

Wouldn't that be awful! Wouldn't  your
heart sink?

That  is  the  situation  God's  people  found
themselves in at the beginning of Ezra 5.

Let's pray that God's Word will shake us NOW –
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as we start this work – and that God's Word will
continue to shake us.

And  that  as  we  build  our  lives  on  the  firm
foundation of God's Word – that God will cause
the work we do to prosper for His glory

Let's pray that sinners will be saved – moved
from death to life. 

That our community will be profoundly impacted
by  us  as  a  community  of  light  shining  God's
glorious Gospel into the darkness around us.

We have the true prosperity gospel.

We want the work to prosper in this place.

If that is not the desire of your heart – If that is
not driving what we are doing – then we might
as well close the doors and do something else.

But we do want this work to prosper – and we
have the Prosperity Gospel.

A Gospel that says – Give your life – Give it to
Jesus – Give it to making the salvation found in
Jesus known to the ends of the earth.

As you do this work you may not prosper in the
way the world defines prosperity.
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The reality is your life will more than likely get
harder  – You will  have more people opposing
you – You will have less earthly comforts – Your
body and health might suffer as you use every
last  ounce  of  energy  in  making  God's  glory
known. 

Your family might question your sanity as you
make  decisions  that  effect  your  personal
comfort and security.

But your life  will  prosper in all  the ways that
actually matter.

God will be glorified through you. His kingdom
will be extended. His  name  will  be
honoured. And you get Jesus – and the
salvation he offers. That  is  prosperity  at
it's finest.

If we want a part of the prosperity Gospel – we
need to listen to Jesus.

In John's Gospel Jesus says: “If you remain in
me and my words remain in you, ask whatever
you wish, and it will be given you. This is to my
Father's  glory,  that  you  bear  much  fruit,
showing yourselves to be my disciples.” (John
15:7-8)
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The true prosperity  Gospel  entails  you asking
God to glorify Himself through you – and he will
give it to you. You will bear much fruit.

But  did  you  notice  how  this  verse  in  John
started – Jesus said, “Remain in me – and make
sure my Words remain in you.”

We don't  worship the Bible – But we worship
the God who has revealed himself to us in the
Bible – and if we want our lives to glorify Him –
we have to listen to Him through His Word.

These  people  in  Ezra's  day  had  stopped
listening – but God in His grace spoke to them –
He  spoke  through  His  prophets  –  and  it  was
God's Word that stirred them to action.

May His Word stir us to action today!

Just a quick reminder of where we are in the
Bible story.

This story in Ezra takes place about 500 years
before Jesus.

Don't forget this is real world history.

If  we  jump  back  another  500  years  to  1000
years before Jesus – a great King of Israel, a
man called Solomon built a Temple for God – a

4



place to worship God.

But God's  people quickly  turned away – their
history  becomes  a  sad  story  of  rebellion  and
war.

They end up being defeated by the Babylonians
– the temple is destroyed – they are taken into
exile – prisoners of war – all hope seems to be
lost.

But  in  this  story  of  Ezra  –  God  in  his  grace
brought  them home and told  them to rebuild
the Temple.

Today's story is 20 years on from that day.

20 years ago God's people had come home –
They  had  laid  the  temple  foundations  –  a
celebration  was  had  –  Then  some  opposition
arose – and the work  stopped       – for 20
years.

Chapter 4 ended with the terrible words, “Thus
the  work  on  the  house  of  God  in  Jerusalem
came  to  a  standstill”  –  At  least  that  verse
didn't end there but continued to say – “until
the second year of the reign of Darius king of
Persia.”
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That is where the story picks up today.

God stirred His people to action – and he did it
through His Word.

Stirred by the Word to Action (5:1 – 5)

Have  a  look  at  verse  1:  “Now  Haggai  the
prophet  and  Zechariah  the  prophet,  a
descendant of Iddo, prophesied to the Jews in
Judah and Jerusalem in the name of the God of
Israel, who was over them.”

God  is  a  God  who  speaks  –  In  the  Old
Testament a common way in which God spoke
was through His prophets.

God in his kindness preserved the words of both
Haggai and Zechariah. Their  prophecies  are
both recorded for us in the Bible.

God's prophets spoke the very words of God.

Haggai's  prophecy  starts  like  this:  “In  the
second year of  King Darius”  –  The second
year of Darius – that is the year Ezra mentioned
in 4:24.

“In the  second year of  King Darius,  … the
word  of  the  LORD came through the  prophet
Haggai …: "Is it a time for you yourselves to be
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living in your paneled houses, while this house
– that is the temple – remains a ruin?" … "Give
careful  thought  to  your ways.  Go up into the
mountains  and  bring  down  timber  and  build
the house, so that I may take pleasure in it
and be honored," says the LORD. (Hag 1:1-8)

These  few  verses  give  a  great  summary  of
Haggai's  whole  prophecy –  Haggai  came with
the Word of God and said, “BUILD THE HOUSE.”

You see the Jews had gone home – The temple
foundations were laid – a celebration was had –
then  some  opposition  arose  –  and  the  work
stopped – for 20 years.

And what did they do for 20 years?

They built their own homes – Paneled homes –
Luxury homes – They were living the dream –
Making excuses.

They were saying, “The work on the temple is
being opposed so obviously God doesn't  want
us to build.”

Very convenient – We'll wait for God to tell us to
do something – and while we wait we will build
our nice houses.
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Sounds a bit like today doesn't it.

Christians here in Somerset West – enjoying the
luxuries  of  life  –  while  countless  souls  are
heading to an eternity apart from God.

We need to be shaken!

God's Word through the prophets shook God's
people and look how they responded.

Verse 2: “Then Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel and
Jeshua son of Jozadak set to work to rebuild the
house of God in Jerusalem. And the prophets of
God were with them, helping them.”

God's  Word  cut  to  the  heart  –  It  challenged
them and changed them.

They listened – they set to work.

The world around them had not changed – it
would still be dangerous to build – but this time
they listened.

Straight  away  in  verse  3  we  are  told  that
opposition  came –  but  look  at  the  wonderful
news in verse 5.

“But the eye of their God was watching over
the  elders  of  the  Jews,  and  they  were  not
stopped until a report could go to Darius and
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his written reply be received.”

This  time  they  were  not  stopped  –  God  was
watching  over  His  people  –  as  he  always
promises to do – The hidden hand of God was
at work.

Now  just  because  God  is  watching  over  you
doesn't necessarily mean life will be easier.

Jesus  final  words  to  his  disciples  were,  “And
surely I am with you always, to the very end of
the age.”

Jesus promised to  be with and  watch over his
disciples.

And every single one of them, except for the
Apostle John, were executed for continuing with
Jesus' mission.

Was Jesus really with them?   Was it worth it?

We are sitting here as Christians in South Africa
because  the  Gospel  message  prospered  as
those first disciples preached.   It was worth it!

But it wasn't easy.

In Ezra's day as they built – The Jewish leaders
names  were  taken  down  –  and  a  letter  was
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written  to  the  most  powerful  human  on  the
planet.

This  could  have  meant  big  trouble  for  these
Jewish leaders – Their opponents were trying to
stir up trouble.

Trying to stir up trouble (5:6 – 17)

Imagine you were living under the rule of a very
powerful king – A king who had the power to
make your house into a pile  of  rubble –  and
impale you on a beam from your own house.

Imagine  if  some  of  his  officials  came  and
questioned the work you were doing – It is clear
they want to make trouble for you.

They want to know all the details of what you
are doing. What would you tell them?

Would you tell the truth – the whole truth – and
nothing but the truth?

Or would you water it down?   The truth might
get you in big trouble.   What would you do?

As we read through this letter – A letter to the
most powerful man on the planet – we will see
that God's people told the whole truth.

Because they wanted to keep God's Word.
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Have a look at verse 11 – this is a part of the
letter that was written to Darius: “This is the
answer they gave us: "We are the servants of
the  God of  heaven and earth,  and  we are
rebuilding the temple that was built many years
ago, one that a great king of Israel built  and
finished.          But because our fathers angered
the  God of  heaven,  he  handed  them over  to
Nebuchadnezzar the Chaldean, king of Babylon,
who  destroyed  this  temple  and  deported  the
people to Babylon.      "However, in the first
year  of  Cyrus  king  of  Babylon,  King  Cyrus
issued a decree to rebuild this house of God.”

Their answer is true – It is constantly pointing
to their God – who they think is greater than
Darius  –  And  it  could  get  them  in  serious
trouble.

Their opponents were trying to stir up trouble –
but verse 5 tells us that God was watching over
them – and in Darius' reply we see the hidden
hand of God at work as God provides for them
in the most wonderful way!

This is good news for the Jews.

Good news for the Jews (6:1 – 12)
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Imagine  these  guys  who  were  opposing  the
Jews receiving this letter from Darius.

As  they  excitedly  opened  it  they  must  have
been expecting some great news – News that
would mean that the Jews would have to stop.

They did receive great news – But it was Great
news for the Jews!

Not  only  does  Darius  tell  them  to  let  God's
people keep building – but he tells them to fully
fund the work!

Look  at  verse  8:  “Moreover,  I  hereby  decree
what you are to do for these elders of the Jews
in the construction of this house of God: The
expenses of these men are to be fully paid out
of  the  royal  treasury,  from  the  revenues  of
Trans-Euphrates, so that the work will not stop.”

“Don't  stop them building – and actually YOU
must pay for everything they need!”

The hidden hand of God is at work – working for
the good of His people.

And look at verse 11: “Furthermore, I  decree
that if anyone changes this edict, a beam is to
be pulled from his house and he is to be lifted
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up and  impaled  on  it.  And  for  this  crime his
house is to be made a pile of rubble.”

So very quickly the opponents of the Jews jump
to action and fully fund the work!

Put  yourself  in  their  shoes  for  a  moment  –
Imagine Jacob Zuma – or  Barak Obama – or
any other world leader pledging to fully support
the Gospel work at Christ Church Waterkloof.

It's  pretty  hard  to  imagine  –  but  this  is  the
situation these Jews found themselves in.

All  expenses paid  with royal  funds – and the
kings protection.

How do you explain this? The only possible
explanation is “The hidden hand of God!”

God was at work behind the scenes – He used
His Word to stir His people – and he used King
Darius as a key player in His plan.    Incredible!

If you were in the shoes of the Jews how would
you respond?

You  would  build  with  great  joy  –  celebrating
God's provision!

That is what we see them do.
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For the Jews, telling the truth could have got
them into big trouble.

But God was watching over them – and in the
last few verses we see their work prospering –
as they celebrated God's phenomenal provision.

Celebrating God (6:13 – 22)

In verse 13 the message is given to the Jews –
“Keep building and we will fund you!”

Look at verse 14: “So the elders of the Jews
continued to build and    prosper     under the
preaching of  Haggai  the  prophet  and
Zechariah,  a  descendant  of  Iddo.   They
finished building the temple.”

Verse  16: “Then  the  people  of  Israel  –  the
priests, the Levites and the rest of the exiles –
celebrated the dedication of the house of God
with joy.”

What a great day – The temple was completed
– and it  is  party time – They celebrated with
joy!

They  had  kept  God's  Word  and  God  had
prospered the work of their hands.

Look  how  this  story  ends  in  verse  22:  “For
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seven days they celebrated with joy the Feast
of Unleavened Bread, because  the LORD had
filled them with joy.”

Back in Ezra 3:13 it was a peak for many – as
they finished the temples foundation their shout
of joy was heard far away.

Ezra  4:5  was  a  valley  as  enemies  worked
against them to frustrate and discourage them.

It was a valley that lasted for 20 years.

But  as  God  graciously  stirred  His  people
through His Word spoken by the prophets – He
lifted them out of the valley – and as they kept
His Word He prospered the Work of their hands!

And they were filled with JOY!

It is a great story isn't it?

And best of all – It is true! This happened –
this story shows us how God prospers the work
of those who keep His Word – He keeps them
going  through  the  hard  times  –  and  he  fills
them with Joy!

Now what?

Imagine  –  It  is  2034  –  You  still  live  here  in
Somerset West – You are still a part of Christ
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Church Waterkloof – And you look back over the
last 20 years.

And  you  realise  that  God's  kingdom  has
advanced.

You look over a sea of faces – People who were
once stumbling through life in darkness – but
who are now living for the glory of Jesus.

You notice a middle aged man – who 20 years
ago was a drug addict living on the streets –
He  is  now  serving  Jesus  by  helping  other
addicts turn their lives around.

You see a couple, they are now grand parents,
who 20 years ago were on the brink of divorce.
Now  they  spend  their  time  helping  young
married  couple  to  glorify  Jesus  through  their
marriages.

You see adopted and fostered children thriving
in their forever families.

You see on the wall  at  the back of  the room
photos of friends who have left us to serve King
Jesus all over the planet.

And behind it  all  you see the hidden hand of
God at work – transforming people through His
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Word.

Wouldn't that be a great story?

How might that possibly be our story?

The work we are doing for God here will only
prosper if we keep God's Word central in all we
do. And  we  need  to  pray  for  the  hidden
hand of God to be at work.

This  week  I  prayed  with  many  of  you  –  and
some  of  those  prayers  were  for  revival  –
praying that God would change hearts – and not
just one or two but thousands.

If that is really the prayer of our hearts – it will
only ever happen if we keep God's Word central
in all we do.

These  people  in  Ezra's  day  had  stopped
listening  to  God's  Word – They were building
their  paneled houses – It  was much easier  –
Much  more  comfortable  than  building  God's
temple.

As  they  built  their  homes  they  faced  no
opposition – they could just enjoy life – enjoy
their own prosperity – oblivious to the fact that
the story of their lives would have a tragic end.
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They  needed  God's  Word  to  shake  them  –
“Snap out of it.”

So God spoke through the prophets. He shook
them – and they got back to work.

And as they built God's temple life got harder –
the opposition rose again – but God caused the
work of their hands to prosper.

Because  they  weren't  building  for  themselves
and their own comfort – they were building for
God and for His glory.

We have been called to follow Jesus – we are
called to build for His glory.

We are not building a temple with stones and
timbers – We are building a church with people
– people who were once living for themselves
but who are now living for Jesus.

People  who  were  once  building  their  own
kingdoms on earth – but who have abandoned
that project – and are now building for eternity. 

People who are telling all the world of Jesus –
living their lives in such a radically different way
that the only possible explanation can be “The
hidden hand of God.”

18



Isn't  it  phenomenal  to  think  that  the  hidden
hand of the almighty God is still at work in the
world today – and the tools he is using to do His
work  are  weak  ordinary  people  –  who  do
extraordinary things together as they keep His
Word central in all they do.

That is us – may it always be.

Over the next 20 years we are no doubt going
to face massive struggles.

But  wouldn't  it  be  wonderful  in  2035  to
celebrate  Christ  Church  Waterkloof's  21st

Birthday  –  and  for  someone  to  look  in  and
write,  “They celebrated with Joy,  because the
Lord had filled them with joy!”

Only  God's  Word  will  achieve  this  –  So  let's
make sure we keep God's Word central in all we
do – and let's pray that God will  prosper this
work for His glory.

I pray God has stirred your heart today – as he
has mine.

If  he has please share with one another how
you feel God is stirring you.

Commit today to being a person of God's Word
– find someone who will keep you accountable
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in this.

And  make  it  your  daily  prayer  that  God  will
prosper the work of your hands for His glory.

20


